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Le Débordement

TAKING ACTION AFTER 40 
YEARS OF AUSTERITY

As per a recent study, one in three students suffers from food 
insecurity. For many, it’s impossible to find housing. Those who 
are able, through great effort, to make ends meet often do so by 
incurring years of debt. Choosing to study, to want to learn, is now 
choosing precarity.

This is all without taking into account those who can’t access 
education, maybe because their rent is too high, or they don’t have 
access to Aide Financière aux Études or because the program 
they’re interested in isn’t available in a region where they can 
afford to live. When studying renders our situation more preca-
rious, there are also those who already live in precarity who can’t 
study at all

In the last two years, the CAQ have added a new dimension 
to their attacks on Education: the government has repeatedly in-
terfered in what is taught, what can be discussed and how we dis-
cuss it. The Ministry of Higher Education intervened to restrict 
discussions related to Palestine on campuses, with the clear aim 
of political censorship. At Dawson College, for example, the Mi-
nister intervened in the content of a French class studying the 
theme of Palestinian identity and belonging.

Impoverishing ourselves to study in a system that functions 
as a propaganda tool is unacceptable.

We, collectively, have the means to create a system of free, 
accessible and quality education, from Primary School to Univer-
sity. For at least 40 years, repeated cuts to our public services have 
eroded this project. These austerity measures, from cuts to tuition 
hikes in tandem with stagnating scholarships, are the results of 
government after government refusing to make the rich pay their 
fair share. Be it the CAQ, the Parti Québécois or the Liberal Party 
of Québec, every government since the 1980s has had a role to 
play in the weakening of the right to education. In the face of each 
stage of this erosion, there have been students who refuse to let 
the Government abandon their education. 

Today, the situation is critical. It’s no longer enough to de-
fend the status quo. For everyone to be able to live with dignity 
and so that those who wish to can study, we need major structural 
changes. A massive reinvestment in postsecondary education is 

by Arthur Van Neste, Student of sociology at UQAM

necessary for education to be a source of learning and emancipato-
ry knowledge, not just careerist diplomas and debt. This translates 
itself into a reform of the Aide Financière aux Études, a reduction 
of tuition fees, real academic freedom and funding that allows qua-
lity education.

If all the parties that have been in power in the last 40 years 
have participated in the pillage of our educational system, it’s clear 
that the solution won’t come from an election. We must act and put 
pressure on the Government to force them to change direction in 
order to reply to our demands.

Last Fall, thousands of students were on strike on November 
7th to oppose the abandonment of postsecondary education. This 
mobilisation was a good starting point, but hasn’t yet succeeded in 
forcing the Government to take necessary action. Therefore, we 
have to turn up the heat.

To create real pressure through collective action, students 
need to stop playing their role passively. Let’s refuse social peace, 
and strike. Striking is stopping our studies to invest our time in a 
political cause. It’s economic and social disturbance, an opportuni-
ty to organise protests, occupations, disruptions and a moment of 
collective reflection. After the mobilisation of November 7th, for 
our strikes to rise above being symbolic and cease being ignored, 
we must escalate our pressure tactics. Were our demands not to be 
fulfilled, this escalation would culminate with an Unlimited Gene-
ral Strike, i.e the threat of not graduating. This threat is strong en-
ough that, in the 10+ general strikes that the ‘Québec’ has experien-
ced since the 1970s, strikers have always ended up graduating after 
the conclusion of strike.

It’s for these reasons that CRUES is calling for a week-long 
strike from the 23rd to the 27th of March 2026. Let’s stop simply 
being witnesses to the slow death of the right for a free education. 
Let’s stop accepting students’ desire to learn being rewarded with 
precarity. It’s time to follow in the footsteps of the thou-
sands of students who fought for their education and 
for ours. The Strike must spread and lengthen. Be it in 
the street, in your classes or in your General Assem-
blies, the time has come to join the wave.
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THE FRAGMENTATION OF 
THE SAINT-LAURENT 
COMMUNITY
by Antonin Gilbert, 

Mandatory evening classes; the precarization of em-
ployees through temporary contracts; a ban on hiring new 
staff; a new satellite building located a 30 minute walk from 
the main pavilion for general education: living space is frag-
mented and the cégep community is disintegrating under the 
insidious pressure of austerity measures. Very much present, 
austerity delivers a severe blow to higher education in so-cal-
led Québec.

Cégep Saint-Laurent is collapsing. Not only is the qua-
lity of education deteriorating due to budget cuts, but Buil-
ding B on campus is literally at risk of collapsing. After struc-
tural issues were discovered during the 2023 holiday break, 
Building B was closed and rendered inaccessible during the 
winter of 2024. Jess Corneau, mobilization officer for the 
Syndicat des Employés de Soutien du Cégep de Saint-
Laurent (SESCSL), expects a return to normal only after 10 
years, according to information received from the cégep’s ad-
ministration.

That major renovations are needed in a cégep network 
over 50 years old surprises no one. What causes discontent is 
that the cégep’s administration had taken steps to begin ma-
jor renovations with the government, but funding was refu-
sed because the situation was not deemed urgent enough.

�� ��������� �� ����

François Legault’s austerity has not only weakened the 
cégep’s buildings, but also student services and employees’ 
working conditions. The $151 million reduction in cégep ope-
rating budgets, along with the hiring freeze for new em-
ployees in 2025, is an indirect way of cutting full-time posi-
tions. Some employees in adapted services have been rene-
wing “temporary” part-time contracts for two years, some-
times even four. In addition, some employees are now highly 
isolated from others in the new Pavilion K, which is far from 
the main campus. The cap on paid hours imposed by the Mi-
nistry of Higher Education has also reportedly led to an in-
creased workload for support staff.

Jess Corneau indicates that all of these factors are cau-
sing a “gigantic” turnover among support staff, given how 
poor working conditions have become. He says this reduces 
the quality of services for students. He predicts that these 
cuts will eventually threaten part-time student jobs, library 
budgets, and other non-permanent positions.

WHAT IS
     THE CRUES ?

CRUES is a combative student union that 
brings together local student associations at re-
gional and so-called Quebec-wide levels, for a to-
tal of 30,000 members. CRUES operates under 
the democratic control of its members.

CRUES aims to defend the material, pro-
fessional, cultural, academic and all-round inter-
ests of students by building and maintaining a 
permanent balance of power in the face of the 
state and the economic elite.

The CRUES demands free and accessible 
education, a salary for all internships, improved 
student conditions and the democratic manage-
ment of educational institutions, just as much as 
it aims to achieve profound social change. In the 
face of the ecological crisis and the inequalities 
caused by the capitalist system, the delegations in 
attendance argued in favor of democratic mana-
gement of the economy, the defense of public ser-
vices and a fair and inclusive ecological transi-
tion. They pledged to wage a decidedly feminist, 
anti-racist, truly global struggle, in solidarity 

with indigenous peoples and nations, and in-
clusive of the needs and capacities of all.
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While the student population continues to grow 
across the entire college network, the number of sup-
port staff remains the same. The SESCSL notes a gro-
wing overload among its members. If the government 
continues to stubbornly apply austerity measures wi-
thout a plan to increase staffing levels to relieve this 
overload and accommodate the projected rise in 
student enrolment, the union fears that it will even-
tually become impossible for young people to enroll in 
cégeps, which will be too overcrowded to meet de-
mand.

On the ground, the SESCSL criticizes the cégep 
administration’s handling of the closure of Building B. 
The administration allegedly did not sufficiently prio-
ritize geographical proximity when selecting a tempo-
rary building.

��� ���������� ������� ������

In an interview with Radio-Canada on August 
18, 2025, former Minister of Higher Education Pascale 
Déry claimed that cégeps had budget surpluses they 
could draw from, and that there would therefore be no 
service cuts. The SESCSL responds that these “sur-
pluses” are in fact fund balances, used among other 
things as emergency cushions, and that they are neces-
sary in many cégeps—particularly Cégep Saint-
Laurent, whose infrastructure is deteriorating.

The administration of Cégep Saint-Laurent had 
to dip into these fund balances this year to limit service 
reductions, but this will no longer be possible next 
year, as the funds are largely depleted.

On the student side, the Association Étudiante 
du Cégep de Saint-Laurent (AECSL) launched a mobi-

lization against the provincial government’s austerity 
measures during two strike days on April 3, 2025 and No-
vember 7, 2025. They denounced the “blatant lack of fun-
ding in public educational institutions” and the closure of 
Building B for an entire semester as a result of this under-
funding.

The SESCSL, for its part, participated in the Faire 
Front campaign of the Confédération des Syndicats Na-
tionaux (CSN), which culminated in a demonstration of 
more than 50,000 people on November 29. “Cégep Saint-
Laurent has become the symbol of the government’s mis-
management,” fumes Jess Corneau, mobilization officer 
for the SESCSL. To fight this mismanagement, the 
SESCSL also launched a local campaign called Save Our 
Jobs, Our Services, Our Cégep, in which they demand:

- The maintenance of existing jobs;

- The conversion of temporary jobs into per-
manent ones, full-time when possible;

- A reinvestment of cut hours, followed by ad-
ditional funding to hire staff to address the 
challenges of campus fragmentation and buil-
ding maintenance.

STRIKE PROPOSAL
Against Austerity, from 23 to 27 march

THAT (NAME OF ASSOCIATION) supports the 
CRUES campaign against austerity and calls for 
massive refinancing of post-secondary education;

THAT (NAME OF ASSOCIATION) calls for broad 
student mobilization against austerity in post-
secondary education;

THAT (NAME OF ASSOCIATION) encourage its 
members to participate in the March 27 
demonstration in Montreal/Tiohtià:ke;

THAT (NAME OF ASSOCIATION) go on strike from 
March 23 to 27, provided that at least 40,000 
students are on strike, regardless of the duration, 
during that week.

Email crues@crues.org if you need help mobilizing 
for the strike or organizing a general assembly on 
your campus!
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INTERSECTIONALITY 
AND PRECARITY

By Sophie Bouchard, Student at UQAM in Social work

These days, everything is going up: our rent, the cost 
of food, our tuition fees, and so on. And what increases for 
everyone has an exponential impact on some people, 
those who are already in vulnerable positions. Capitalism 
and the government deliberately abandon certain groups 
and act as if they do not exist in order to better exploit 
them. This text aims to highlight the realities of various 
people who are often forgotten, so that we do not forget 
them in our own student struggles.

Today, choosing to pursue post-secondary educa-
tion is choosing precarity. According to a study conducted 
by the UQÀM School of Social Work in 2025, 44% of re-
spondents reported living in a precarious financial situa-
tion [1]. This situation is completely absurd. And despite 
this, so-called government “solutions” such as Financial 
Assistance for Studies (AFE) fail to adapt to new needs, in 
addition to not even spending all the funds allocated to 
support the student population[2].

Beyond the precarity caused by our studies, we are 
currently living in a society that only continues to accu-
mulate multiple forms of oppression. Whether we are tal-
king about systemic racism, patriarchy, homophobia, or 
fascism, everything is getting worse. And for people who 
experience the consequences of multiple oppressions, it is 
even worse.

In “Canada,” in 2020, the vast majority of racialized 
groups had poverty rates much higher than those of white 
people [3]. Faced with systemic racism in various Quebec 
institutions and discrimination in job and housing 
searches, racialized people experience much greater fi-
nancial hardship. In “Quebec,” they are therefore much 
more likely to need a job during their post-secondary stu-
dies, partly because they often live in neighbourhoods 
where average income is lower than in the rest of the pro-

“Today, choosing to pursue 
post-secondary education is

choosing precarity”

vince [4]. In addition, these individuals risk experien-
cing different forms of discrimination during their stu-
dies. Racialized students are thus more likely to face 
difficulties, financial among others, related both to 
their status as students and to the various oppressions 
produced by racist systems.

For their part, young people from the LGBT-
QIA2+ community are also much more likely to expe-
rience precarious situations. In 2019, nearly 30% of 
youth experiencing homelessness identified as part of 
this community [5]. They are more at risk of facing 
precarious situations such as being kicked out of their 
parents’ home following a coming out, experiencing 
discrimination in various environments, or being pro-
filed by the police [6]. As a result, these individuals of-
ten have to move into apartments earlier, and given the 
cost of rent, they must devote a large portion of their 
income to housing [7]. During their studies, a signifi-
cant financial burden is therefore added to their shoul-
ders, on top of all the situations related to homophobia 
that they are at risk of experiencing.

Since he started losing in the polls, Premier 
François Legault has been hiding so no one can see 
him. He even wears disguises. 

There are 3 François hidden in the newspaper. 
Catch them all!

Game of issue # 3 !



LE DÉBORDEMENT

 THIRD ISSUE / JANUARY 2026

5

ACKNOWLEDGING IS TO BE 
GRATEFUL FOR THE STRUGGLES OF 
THE INDEGINEOUS PEOPLE.
Le Débordement believes that acknowledging the Indigenous pre-
sence on the territory and acknowledging the ongoing colonization of 
so-called Canada and so-called Quebec requires more than words. It 
must stem from the struggles of Indigenous peoples themselves. That 
is why we must be grateful to the peoples who are organizing against 
colonization. That is, in itself, a sort of “acknowledgement”.

This year, one notable struggle was that of the Atikamekw against Bill 
97, a law aimed at intensifying logging in Nitaskinan. We are grateful 
for and stand in solidarity with the blockade and public protest led by 
the guardians of the territory.

Finally, people living in poverty also face several challenges, including ac-
cess to post-secondary education. Indeed, during the 2023–2024 academic 
year, there was a 24.9% graduation gap between students from disadvantaged 
and advantaged backgrounds [8]. The “Quebec” education system is a three-tier 
system that categorizes “good” and “bad” students, but above all distinguishes 
those who have the financial means from those who do not. Access to better 
education is therefore reserved for people who can afford it. Statistics show this 
clearly: a person’s socio-economic status has an impact on their chances of ob-
taining a diploma. And with a government that continues to raise tuition fees, 
CEGEP and university are becoming less and less accessible to students from 
less advantaged backgrounds.

When we take into account the different forms of oppression people expe-
rience, which can accumulate, we realize that being a student affects people li-
ving in precarious situations much more severely. Obviously, not all forms of 
oppression could be addressed in this article, but that does not mean they are 
less important or have fewer consequences.

In the context of a campaign against a government implementing austeri-
ty measures and against a system that favours the wealthy, it is therefore essen-
tial to never forget that some people experience forms of precarity different 
from our own. Fighting for an accessible education system also means fighting 
against all forms of oppression and for access to education for the most preca-
rious people. Government austerity places an enormous burden on the most 
vulnerable, while those who do not pay their fair share, the rich and large corpo-
rations, are the ones who should be paying. A struggle that is not intersectional 
will end up reproducing what the government does: oppressing minorities. So 
let us fight together for an education system that allows for real equality of op-
portunity and that recognizes the different adversities faced by the most preca-
rious people. Let’s take to the streets on March 27 to show our discontent and 
demonstrate to the government what student solidarity can achieve.
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AUSTERITY,
MILITARY

—
 GO FUCK 

YOURSELVES

In a world of constant semi–Cold War, the ar-
mies of the richest countries essentially become public 
militias specialized in exploiting poorer countries. Nu-
clear deterrence has prevented any war between Wes-
tern countries since 1946. The question then arises: 
why is it still relevant to fund the Canadian military?

�� ��� ���������, � ����� ��� �������� �� 
���������…

The military is the result of a mix between the 
human tendency toward conflict for selfish reasons 
and the tendency to organize in large groups. In prac-
tical terms, this means that the military has always 
been a tool of domination. Whether to steal land, re-
sources, lives, or minds, the military is an organiza-
tion whose explicit purpose is to temporarily subju-
gate the other in order to extract what one wishes to 
obtain. That being said, it is quite commonly accepted 
that the military remains necessary for defense. After 
all, without military force, we risk invasion… right?

��� �������� �� ������ ������ �� ������

As a member of the North Atlantic Treaty Orga-
nization (NATO) and the North American Aerospace 
Defense Command (NORAD), the so-called Canada is 
protected by several agreements that therefore grant 
the “country” a form of nuclear deterrence. Moreover, 
because of its geographical position, very few coun-
tries can realistically attack the territory directly by 
land: only the United States of America and Russia 
have this advantage—countries for which it is hard to 
imagine cooperation with hostile intent toward “Ca-
nada.” That said, countries like Costa Rica manage to 
exist without a national army, and we could imagine 
solutions such as decentralized armed forces, by pro-
vince or region, for example.

��� ����, �� ���� ��������� ���� ���� ��, 
�����?

I can understand why some people might say that, 
after all, the so-called Canada does help poorer countries 
that may have difficulty defending themselves, and that 
this perhaps helps reduce the number of wars in the 
world. That said, I reject this idea, which comes directly 
from the imperialist and colonial remnants of the so-cal-
led Canada. The idea that it is good for “Canada,” a suppo-
sedly superior “country,” to take on the mandate of hel-
ping poor little countries that cannot defend themselves is 
the very definition of imperialism and the “white man’s 
burden.” These ideas emerged in the wake of the great co-
lonial conquests and have been used ever since to justify 
the violent domination of other human beings. “The 
White Man’s Burden” is a poem published in 1899 that 
called on the great European countries to, for example, 
“watch over a light-hearted and savage people … under 
heavy harness.” If reading this poem reminds you of so-
mething, that’s to be expected, since the rhetoric it pro-
motes is still used today by many countries to justify mili-
tary interference and neo-colonial economic domination. 
I therefore invite you to be wary of such arguments.

�� ����� ���� ��� ����� ���� ����?

Whether to fund an additional 81.8 billion dollars 
for the military over five years (that’s 16.36 billion per 
year) or to cut the tax on unused homes, Carney has to get 
the money from somewhere. Obviously, it is not from 
those who have money to spare that we will seek what we 
need. The only mention of a tax on luxury goods, for 

By Hector Delaplace, Student in human sciences at 
College Maisonneuve
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example, is a proposal to remove the tax on luxury planes 
and boats. Although one would have liked to see a tax on 
the largest fortunes, it is, among others, students who will 
face cuts. Indeed, under the pretext that the Canada 
Student Grant for Full-time Students (a program original-
ly intended to assist full-time students with financial 
needs) would be too easily abused, the government pro-
poses reducing the number of students who can access it, 
thus saving a hefty one billion dollars. In addition, the 
proposed budget also suggests reducing immigration. The 
goal: to admit only 380,000 permanent residents per year 
instead of 395,000, and 385,000 temporary residents ins-
tead of 673,650. All this while increasing the percentage of 
economic immigrants from 59% to 64%! Proof of the go-
vernment’s clear intent: pluralism and culture are no lon-
ger priorities; what matters, even in immigration, is mo-
ney. These are just a few examples among many others 
that show that, even at the federal level, austerity is ready 
to destroy our lives and our dreams.

��� ����� �� �� ��� ���� ��� ����?

We can no longer let this happen! The people have 
been mentally taken hostage by a government that, little 
by little, is showing its lack of interest in those 
it is supposed to serve. Of course, fighting 
back is scary. Repressive laws are designed 
for exactly that purpose: to punish those 
who risk having a real impact on the world 
and to make activists into examples, ho-
ping the rest will be too afraid to act. It is 
important now to understand that, 
through numbers, we are invincible. Every 
action, from political discussion to civil diso-
bedience, can make an enormous difference.

AGAINST AUSTERITY: 
WAGES FOR USERS OF 

PUBLIC SERVICES
Public-sector unions have an unfortunate habit; 

they tend to remember the well-being of service users 
only when budget cuts are announced or when labor 
contracts are being negotiated. At those moments, they 
call on public solidarity, reminding people that the qua-
lity of services depends on the quality of working condi-
tions. That is not false, not at all.

It is true that better services are achieved by 
paying employees properly and reducing their work-
load, notably by hiring more staff. Last fall, the Quebec 
Ombudsman noted a decline in staff empathy toward 
patients and their loved ones in the health and social 
services system, the result of a long series of cuts and re-
gressive reforms. In the public service, the Syndicat de 
la fonction publique du Québec (SFPQ) has pointed out 
that “austerity is measured in suffering”. They were no-
ting, for example, that 92% of calls to the Administrative 
Housing Tribunal go unanswered due to a lack of per-
sonnel.

But public services are not neutral, regardless of 
their condition. Although they are all the result of po-
pular struggles, they remain responses designed by the 

ruling class; as such, they play a specific role in the re-
production of society. From the employers’ perspective, 
the health-care system treats the workforce so it can re-
turn to work; the social services system deals with the 
most dispossessed in order, when necessary, to reinte-
grate them, or their children, into the labor market. The 
same applies to the education system, which trains the 
future workforce, from early childhood through univer-
sity, including general education and vocational 
schools.

Public services also all have a coercive dimension 
that shapes or eliminates elements deemed undesirable 
by employers, whether by putting migrant or racialized 
people “back in their place” in the labor market or, at 
times, by outright eliminating populations. Think of the 
forced sterilization of Indigenous women, a practice 
that is still recent, or the mistreatment of First Nations 
patients that can lead to death. These are extreme 
examples, but consider all the rules built into access to 
public services that contribute to disciplining you.

By Étienne Simard, member of la Grande démission
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Finally, access to public services always puts bene-
ficiaries and those around them to work. Think of care-
givers who must accompany a patient on a daily basis to 
ensure they receive all necessary treatments and care, or 
parents who are responsible for making sure their chil-
dren arrive at school clean, fed, clothed, rested, healthy, 
and on time, on top of homework and discipline. Stu-
dents themselves are not passive beneficiaries to be 
filled like empty jugs. They must work hard to acquire 
the skills expected by employers in order to progress 
through the education system. All these skills are coun-
ted in hours of work, credits, and have value on the labor 
market.

� ���� ������ �����

It is therefore insufficient to call for reinvestment 
in social services if the goal is to build a genuine com-
mon front against austerity. The division between, on 
the one hand, service workers and, on the other, service 
users poses a first problem. It is as a class that we must 
respond to attacks on social services, and to do so, unio-
nized public-sector workers must stop seeing users as 
beneficiaries and start seeing them as colleagues.

Real solidarity requires adopting a coherent pers-
pective and demands. Public-sector unions must there-
fore support demands such as student wages for both in-
ternships and studies; compensation for caregivers who 
sometimes devote themselves full-time to the well-being 
of the sick; and a basic income championed by groups of 
social assistance recipients and precarious or migrant 
workers, who understand that the normal functioning of 
the capitalist economy implies the marginalization of 
large numbers of people from the labor market or their 
confinement to the very bottom of the social and wage 
hierarchy.

It is around a shared demand that goes beyond 
reinvestment in public services that we can lay the foun-
dations for a common front strong enough to overturn 
austerity attacks. It is true that cuts and regressive re-
forms often create opportunities for mass mobilizations 
that can force governments to retreat, regardless of the 
party in power. However, we must recognize that each 
time, the concessions made by the ruling class are only 
partial. This is a serious problem with a defensive strate-
gy: each time, a little more is lost.

That is why it is high time to go on the offensive by 
patiently organizing a true common front in which users 
of public services are considered colleagues of service 
workers.

 WHAT’S THE POINT OF A 
LEFTIST NEWSPAPER IN 

2026?
By Antonin Gilbert, master’s student in classical music, 
Conservatoire de Musique de Rimouski

Leftist journalism is necessary. While there’s no 
shortage of high quality centrist journalists, leftist pers-
pectives can enrich journalistic work, especially where 
centrist media have erred. 

�� ����� ���� � ����� �� �������?

 Choosing is renouncing. Every time a paper de-
cides to cover an issue, a protest, some politician’s com-
ment, one scandal rather than another, it renounces the 
opportunity to cover another story. What they choose to 
cover reveals the editorial line and especially, policy of a 
paper, even more so than its columnists and editorialists.

 Which brings me to my thesis: CBC/Radio-Cana-
da, La Presse, Le Devoir, the Journal de Montréal/Québec, 
etc. are not neutral, they’re centrist. The editorial choices 
and writing style of the reporting demonstrate this. And 
the center serves the status quo, especially when it’s the 
right.

 For a newspaper like La Presse, presenting as and 
trying to be neutral is part and parcel with choosing which 
texts are published in their Dialogue section. Under the 
auspices of “neutrality”, they refused to publish the Robins 
des Ruelles’ communiqué, a collective who symbolically 
lifted 3000$ of groceries from a Metro supermarket in 
Montréal, because they judged it “too radical”. La Presse 
journalist Karim Benessaieh tried to enter into contact 

LET'S TAKE BACK CONTROL OF 
OUR STRUGGLES
- Organize inter-union mobilization committees at 
work and in your region

- Coordinate collective resignations

- Demand equal pay for all job categories

- Aim for a reduction in working hours without loss of 
pay

- Renounce the duty of discretion and treat users as 
colleagues

- Push for a wage for users of public services

E������ ���� ��� ����� ����� �� �� G����� ���������
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with the group to get their perspective, as a sort of com-
promise. Nonetheless, refusing a text in this way isn’t 
neutral.

 Conversely, in this same report, Karim Benes-
saieh transmits verbatim misleading comments with no 
context made by Metro’s spokesperson, Geneviève Gré-
goire. She claims Metro isn’t responsible for rising food 
costs and boasts that the chain gave 8.6 million $ in cor-
porate donations. When a comment from a representa-
tive of the ultra-rich is relayed without any contextuali-
sation, it demonstrates a lack of journalistic integrity.

 For example, it should be mentioned that the 
Metro Group is a gigantic conglomerate that includes 
the Metro and Super C supermarket chains, the Brunet 
and Jean-Coutu pharmacy chains, and the Première 
Moisson bakery chain. Also important to note is the fact 
that Metro CEO Eric La Flèche made 6.8 million $ in 
2025, with the Metro Group announcing 1.02 billion 
dollars of net profit for 2025 in a press communiqué. 
This puts into perspective the relatively low sum in do-
nations for the same year, which corresponds to less 
than 1% of the profits harvested by Metro. (which will re-
sult in a nice income tax return).

 But no, for Metro, there’s no need to provide 
context about the company. However, for the vast majo-
rity of articles covering the genocide in Palestine since 
October 7th 2023, La Presse adds a practically copy-
paste paragraph contextualising the conflict as having 
its origins in Hamas’ attack. This isn’t technically a lie, 
but it’s right at the limit of incorrectness, as it invisibi-
lises the real beginning of the “conflict”, the (first) ethnic 
cleansing in 1948, the Nakba. Not pure disinformation, 
but very bad contextualisation.

 It’s in this vein that the question poses itself: how 
do we cover an issue from several angles, while assu-
ming a leftist position? We can’t leave analysis and 
contextualisation to columns and editorials, I believe a 
certain degree of analysis must always be present in re-
porting, which means verifying and refuting false decla-
rations, if needed.

��� � ���������� ���� �����’� ����������

 As a leftist paper, Le Débordement considers 
that the voices of poor people rebelling against rich su-
permarkets should be heard in the context of a stagge-
ring rise in the price of groceries. Yes, even if they enga-
ged in an act that disturbs, and yes, even if they broke 
laws. We’ve thus decided to publish the Robins des 
Ruelles’ communiqué in our paper.

 It’s this that sets us apart: a leftist newspaper can 
cover issues which otherwise fall into other media’s blind-
spot, and do so differently. For example, in this edition, we 
reported on the political repression of student activists at 
Collège de Maisonneuve, which went under the radar of 
mainstream media. We are, after all, a union newspaper, 
and informing readers of local struggles is a service to 
CRUES members.

 Leftist papers are currently quite small in so-called 
Quebec, and put out fewer editions per year than their 
mainstream counterparts. In some cases, this slow publi-
cation cycle is a strength, allowing us to produce reporting 
over a longer period of time, which is rarely possible in the 
fast-paced work cycle of daily papers.

 With the massive lay-offs at CBC/Radio-Canada 
and TVA’s news division this year, financial pressures on 
major newspapers are becoming more and more pronoun-
ced. In the last ten years, we’ve seen a transition from a 
subscription model to a (much less profitable) model cen-
tered around online subscriptions and advertising on their 
websites. The personnel cuts have in turn reduced the time 
available for papers to fact-check misleading declarations, 
which sometimes leads them to publish articles that are es-
sentially a copy-paste of a press communiqué, because an 
article has to immediately be published reporting every 
single hot-button issue, so as to not lose out on clicks.

������-���� ����������

The challenges of socially engaged journalism re-
main complex: How can a centrist or right-wing student 
trust us if we assume our left-wing analyses in every ar-
ticle? This trust must be won through journalistic integri-
ty, tight editing and a team dedicated to the pursuit of the 
truth, and all of this, durably over time. In our view, publi-
shing reporting and columns marks the beginning of an 
approach aiming to bridge the gap between journalistic ri-
gour and activist engagement.

WHAT WAS THE 
BREAD CARTEL? 

The Bread Cartel is a conspiracy allegedly involving a 
number of large supermarket chains. Loblaws have al-
ready been found guilty, whereas Sobeys (IGA), Metro, 
Walmart, Giant Tiger and Canada Bread remain accu-
sed. These grocery store chains allegedly conspired to 
artificially inflate the price of packaged bread by 1.50$ 
over 20 years, from 2001-2021.
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THE STRIKE AGAINST THE MAKEUP DAYS AT 
MAISONNEUVE COLLEGE

By Samuel Provost, Student of Literary Studies at UQAM

Until recently, the Cégep Maisonneuve’s admin 
made a habit of systematically forcing a making up of the 
school calendar after strikes. For every day of striking, 
they added a day of classes. By attacking the tactic of the 
local student union, the SOGEECOM, the administration 
wished to render it useless. That was before students got 
involved and ruined that plan.

During the winter of 2025’s semester, after having 
adopted a mandate against makeup days in General As-
sembly, students organised a true escalation of pressure 
tactics. It culminated, in May and June of 2025, by mul-
tiple days of hard striking, an injunction by the courts and 
exams under police surveillance. This authoritarian fiasco 
left a mark of teacherMs and students’ mind, so much so 
that during the semester of fall 2025, following 5 days of 
striking– two days more than during the winter of 2025 –, 
the admin changed their strategy. Result : no making up 
of “striked days” to the school calendar. The escalation of 
pressure tactics worked. Coverage and interview on the 
development of a local victorious campaign.

������ ����, � �������������� ��������

To understand the escalation of the 2025 winter, we 
need to go back to semesters before the pandemic quaran-
tine. During the two years preceding this campaign, the 
admin forced making up : the fall of 2023 – after the Front 
Commun’s strike – students finished the semester in ja-
nuary 2024, in the fall of 2024 – after the strike against 
the NATO summit – admin forced makeup days as well. 
Every time, those makeups are justified by the « rule of the 
82 days* » a part of the regulations regarding cégeps and 
universities

These mesure created frustrations around student 
strikes amid the students. Mélianne B. Quintal, employee 
SOGEECOM, remarks, it was frequent to hear members of 
the union saying contesting the usefulness of striking : « 
Why strike at all if we always make up on classes? In what 
way is that tactic useful if we always make up? ». Make ups 
created discouragement, demobilisation, and members of 
the executive council considered that they attacked the 
“principle of why we strike”.

��� �� ����� ����������? 

In the past, SOGEECOM had already voted man-

dates against make up days. The thing is, generally, 
the absence of a clear plan and feeble mobilisation on 
that matter made it so that mandate was never ap-
plied. As Wassim Terki, student in the double DEC in 
Human sciences et Natural sciences, highlights, after 
the strike against NATO, « we voted a position against 
makeup days, but we let it slide a little bit, we didn’t 
really wage war against makeup days at that point”. 

During the winter 2025, the SOGEECOM’s exe-
cutive council plans to avoid the laissez-faire, applying 
the mandate in a strict manner. As Elki Mercier, 
student in Nursing, highlights, the union is ready to 
act immediately after the strike, starting in April : “we 
wait for the admin to release the new calendar, and as 
soon as they do, we remind the strike mandate to stu-
dents”.

After that release, members of the executive 
council adopted a massive communication campaign, 
the first step in the escalation of pressure tactics :  “We 
decided in the executive council that we will communi-
cate to everyone. We wrote to teachers, we wrote to 
workers unions, we wrote to the admin. We wrote to 
everyone who have a “cmaisonneuve” email. We sent 
many emails. We printed all those letters, and put 
them in the pigeonholes. We did leaflets, we did a 
newsletter.” 

Everyone we interviewed highlighted that this 
proactive communication strategy contributed to the 
success of the campaign. According to Elki Mercier, 
this strategy allowed them to receive “a pretty unani-
mous response from departments and from unions. 
They won't put exams there, it’s not their intention to 
do so.” This contrasted with the “radio silence” from 
the admin at the same time.

So, in the beginning of May, almost every de-
partment succeeded in moving their exams before the 
makeup weeks from May 26th to 28th. Only one exam 
was left : the second Biology class touching approxi-
mately a hundred students who’s supposed to happen 
on May 27th. Despite the wishes of teachers and des-
pite many concrete proposals of change to the exam 
schedule, the cegep’s admin refused any change and 
stayed deaf to proposals2. It is now time to continue 
escalation of pressure tactics.
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The first two days of the makeup days strikes hap-
pened without any major problems. The picketing begins 
early and cegep students can count on the help of stu-
dents from other cegeps and universities answering their 
call to solidarity. After that first show of force, the admin 
adds a day to the school calendar. They send the modifi-
cation by mail, without ever getting out of the building to 
speak with strikers, without negotiating. The next day is 
“striked”. At this point, everything points to the admin’s 
strategy being wearing out strikers : as the semester is 
over, the picketing will stop by itself.

But, a turn of events occured : the admin decided to 
force the makeup days through the courts. On May 28th, 
they send a cease-and-desist letter to present and former 
members of the student union’s executive council 
through their union email. The court date is only the fol-
lowing day. After a sleepless night spent working on the 
trail with the lawyers, the court decided in favor of the in-
junction, thus ordering the end of the strike. The student 
union is obliged to follow the power of the law, under the 
threat of heavy fines. A question is then on everyone’s lips 
: how to fight back against this judicialization ?

The answer to judicial escalation will come from ac-
tivist networks autonomous from the student union, and 
from individual students who will then decide to disturb 
the exams. This extralegal response gets organized wi-
thout the union and lets go of the picketing tactic in favor 
of a repertoire of more mobile actions. Thus, in the first 
week of June, as many police squads enclose the cegep in 
order to force makeup days, we get a cat mouse game bet-
ween protesters and cops on the campus grounds. The 
end up succeeding in delaying exams by many hours 
while causing quite a bit of chaos and making up make-
shits barricade3. A small mocking of the courts.

��������� ���� �� ���� 2025

According to the interviewed participants, the 
struggle of winter 2025, despite the loss before the courts, 
bore fruits long term. It led to the abandonment of the 
exercise of making up on striked days after the end of the 
semester, before the next semester.

For Mélianne Quintal, the last moment of escala-
tion led to « financial and political costs [for the admin]. 
It doesn’t make the college very popular to make cops in-
tervene to force an exam to happen. The conclusion of the 
semester, the lack of makeup days, leads us to believe 
that, yes, the escalation of pressure tactics worked. What 

was outright refused in the past, revising the calendar so 
that the “weeks for student success“ are included in the 
82 days, was accepted this semester without needing to 
do any pressure tactic whatsoever.» Furthermore, the 
struggle brought together the student union and the 
worker’s unions, who now see « clearly immensely anti-
union behaviours from the admin ».

Same story for Elki Mercier who considers the 
campaign a victory : « During winter 2025, the admin 
held a hard line on the “rule of 82 days”, saying it was 
illegal and impossible to include the “days of student 
success” in the 82 days [of the school calendar. Yet, du-
ring the Fall of 2025, we don’t hear about it when we ne-
gotiate with the admin. Nobody does anything to en-
force the rule, and we don’t hear about the risks of the 
ministry refusing the new calendar. 

This campaign also convinced them of the rele-
vance of the strategy of escalation of pressure tactics : 
“What I keep from the strike of makeup days, it’s that 
pressure tactics that are properly organized, which are 
included in an escalation, leads to gains. And, that, I 
hadn’t seen it applied often. I knew the theory of comba-
tive syndicalism, but the fact I witnessed this victory, it 
proved to me, and to us that admins and governments 
don’t have their hands tied. We can make a 
change by organizing, by blockading, 
doing petitions, communicating among 
ourselves and by showing solidarity. And 
that, that absolutely motivated me to do 
more struggles.” 

WHAT IS THE “RULE OF 82 
DAYS” ?

The “rule of 82 days” is a clause in the « Regu-
lation on the regimen of collegial studies », a section 
of the Law on the general and professional general 
teaching colleges. Article 18 of that regulation stipu-
lates that every semester shall consist of « a mini-
mum of 82 jours dedicated to classes and to evalua-
tion » and that any admin that plans a semester of 
less than 82 days must ask “the approval of the mi-
nister”.

In practice, it is common that cegeps bureau-
cracies do cheap tricks with calendars to conform to 
the minister’s requirements. One of the most fre-
quently used tactics is to consider the fall and winter 
“week break” as a week of “classes and evaluation”, 
hence the use of the term “week of support to suc-
cess” in French.
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FROM SECULARISM TO CATHO-
SECULARISM, AMEN!

“To all Quebeckers, [my wife] and I wish you a Merry 
Christmas !”

These are the words of François Legault, Premier of so-
called Quebec, a month after his government tabled the Act res-
pecting the reinforcement of laicity in Quebec.

As early as 2019, during its first mandate, the Coalition 
Avenir Québec (CAQ) adopted under closure the Act respecting 
the laicity of the State, better known as Bill 21. Re-elected after-
wards, the CAQ had promised to “settle the issue of State secu-
larism .” Unlike its promise to reform the voting system, which 
we are still waiting today, the government has multiplied initia-
tives related to secularism, notably with the introduction of the 
proposed Quebec Constitution Act of 2025.

Between Christmas wishes and the strengthening of se-
cularism, or laicity as defined by politicians, it becomes evident 
that the issue of State secularism, runs up against a fundamen-
tal contradiction.

In the past, secularism was understood as a stance aimed 
at limiting the influence of the Roman Catholic Church over the 
State and public institutions. Even before our parents were 
born, the Church wielded considerable influence over Quebec 
society. It was not limited to administering churches; it control-
led schools, hospitals, several newspapers, as well as a large part 
of recreational activities. With the Quiet Revolution, the Chur-
ch’s influence gradually declined. The State separated from the 
Church, and public institutions became non-religious. 

Now, as the government multiplies bills aimed at reinfor-
cing secularism, we are entitled to ask: what is the threat? The 
threat brandished by the CAQ has little to do with religious 
control of state institutions and looks far more with scare tac-
tics, a fear of the Other, like Islamophobia. Secularism has be-
come an instrument of control to repress individuals rather 
than a principle of state neutrality.

Secularism no longer serves to protect the State from re-

By Naïma Le Nédic, Student of law at UQAM

ligious interference; it has become a tool of control. A law 
supposedly intended to guarantee the “neutrality of the 
State,” such as the Bill 21, now regulates bodies, appearances, 
and personal practices, while leaving the dominant Catholic 
heritage intact. The effects of these laws are not merely sym-
bolic. They have concrete consequences for access to employ-
ment, education, and social participation for certain immi-
grant and racialized communities[1], reinforcing prejudices 
against them that fuel many racist and hateful acts.

When the government attempts to ban street prayers, 
it criminalizes Muslim people, but also Jewish people. Are we 
going to ban the annual Santa Claus parade? Let us recall that 
Christmas celebrates the birth of Jesus, the son of God in ca-
tholic beliefs. It is not a lay holiday, but a Catholic one.

When we look at the history of so-called Quebec, we 
cannot ignore the close link between the French-Canadian 
population and the Catholic religion. This historical identity 
thus remains “embedded in Quebec culture,” as Frédéric Cas-
tel, a specialist in religions and lecturer in religious studies at 
UQAM, noted in a column published in Le Devoir in 2024.

This leads us to question this secularism. Can we truly 
claim to defend the neutrality of the State while banning cer-
tain religious expressions and allowing Catholic traditions to 
persist in the public sphere? Why can Mariah Carey belt out 
“All I Want for Christmas Is You…” in stores while our tea-
chers are not allowed to cover their hair?

This is not about rejecting secularism, but about reco-
gnizing its current excesses and its instrumentalization, and 
about seeking a balance. Let’s call a spade a spade: what the 
government of so-called Quebec is defending today is not se-
cularism, but catho-secularism.

I therefore propose a rewording of Bill 21:

“Act respecting the [catho-]laicity of the State […]

AS it is important that the paramountcy of State [ca-
tho-]laicity be enshrined in Québec’s legal order; […]

The State of [so-called] Quebec is [catholic] State.”

The famous do-nothings leftists deserve a voice! Le Dé-
bordement is proud to introduce The Readers' Mail 
section: a space for exchanging ideas, opinion pieces, 
independent reporting, and other journalistic contri-
butions. Although Le Débordement is part of CRUES, 
the student movement needs an explosion and mixing 
of ideas to remain agile and powerful. Let's talk about 
all the taboo subjects, to get people talking about us (in 
a bad way, we hope). To your pens, rebellious students!

THE READER'S MAIL
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THE HUNGER JUSTIFIES THE 
MEANS

By the Robin des ruelles
We are the Robin des Ruelles, the Robin Hood of the 

Alleys. On the evening of Monday December 25th, we stole 
$3,000 worth of food from the Metro on Laurier Street in 
Montreal, a grocery chain that recorded over a billion dollars 
in profits for the year 2025. We left the food under a Christ-
mas tree at Place Valois in Hochelaga-Maisonneuve.

We struck there, but it could have been anywhere else. 
Of course, this Metro is known as “the most expensive on the 
island,” of course the security guards beat up customers if ne-
cessary, of course at the time this branch did not hesitate to 
evict tenants to set up shop in the neighborhood. But we could 
have chosen another target, and you will choose others. We 
know we are not alone. Anyone can organize and become a 
Robin Hood of the Alleys. This gesture was above all an invi-
tation.

Metro president Éric Laflèche pays himself a salary 
with bonuses of nearly $6.1 million, while his employees are 
paid minimum wage to watch other poor people scan their 
items. Let's face it, the self-checkout registers that have ap-
peared in recent years are anything but self-service. Enclosed, 
guarded, and monitored by an employee, security guards, and 
cameras in every corner, it could hardly be more stifling. The 
checkout alarm goes off at the slightest weight discrepancy on 
the scale. But what about the weight of hunger?

This month, we saw people crying at the grocery store 
and supplementing their income with canned food; an elderly 
woman stealing tuna from Dollorama; a prepared sandwich 
as evidence at the feet of a handcuffed person in front of a 
Maxi. The Robins des Ruelles are a reflection of all these 
people, caught in a system that takes advantage of their empty 
stomachs. A system that reminds us at every meal that we 
have to work to live. We don't buy into any of that; we believe 
in something else.

Are you as tired as we are? We are fed up with working 
to the point of exhaustion only to struggle to pay our bills and 
buy groceries. We don't just want to survive, we want to live. 
And we want much more from this life. Understand, not more 
hours of work, not more bills to pay. The answer certainly 
does not lie in the palliative efforts of food banks, and even 
less so in the various reforms that only serve to prop up this 
system a little better. It lies first and foremost in our refusal.

We therefore respond to the call of the Soulèvements 
du Fleuve to fight back. As long as the profits of a few take pre-
cedence, we will eat poorly and too little, and will no longer 
have a roof over our heads. Breaking free from the market's 
grip on our livelihoods, that’s our political horizon. Breaking 
free from the economic world that governs our lives and from 
our trust in “our” institutions, from which we no longer expect 
anything. Let us give ourselves the means to achieve our am-
bitions: let us expropriate grocery chains, create collective kit-

chens, turn parking lots into large vegetable gardens, and mo-
noculture fields into collective pantries. This world does not 
belong to them.

Our horizon must be linked to the sound of our firm 
footsteps as we take to the streets. The price of bread is rising 
and history is repeating itself. Those who hope to hear only 
the silence of social peace in the present must prepare to be 
disappointed. The future belongs to those who rise up. We will 
not remain hungry for long.

///

In solidarity,

Les Soulèvements du fleuve.

ENOUGH FOOLING AROUND: AGAINST 
THE EXPLOITATION AND ALIENATION OF 

INTERNSHIPS

Those who govern us teach us that an internship is “a 
practical training or learning experience, with an educational 
purpose, that is supervised and allows for the observation, ac-
quisition, or application of skills in a work environment.” 
Really now! Many of us, precarious students who have expe-
rienced the exhaustion and precarity of internships, would 
have a lot to say about that definition.

The statement above reveals one of the essential me-
chanisms of the discourse of power: presenting coercion as 
opportunity, exploitation as a benefit, or even a favor, offered 
to the very people who are forced to work without recognition. 
We are made to believe that our internships are something 
other than preparation for becoming submissive, alienated, 
and exploited workers, a fate reserved for most of us within 
the framework of the economy. Because that is indeed what 
most internships are: forced, unpaid labor used to operate 
companies and institutions of capitalist society at the lowest 
possible cost.

This economic machinery, disguised behind the hollow 
pretense of “learning,” is not gratuitous cruelty but a material 
necessity for a society and its ruling class to reproduce itself at 
minimal cost. The problem is simple: how do you get the es-
sential work of sustaining the economy done as cheaply as 
possible? The solution is clear: force future workers in trai-
ning to perform this labor without pay, claiming that it is for 
their own good and for their development.

From the most insidious violence of domestic labor as-
signed to women in the patriarchal family to the extreme vio-
lence of forced labor in prisons, capitalist societies have al-
ways needed to maintain different forms of unpaid work and 
exploitation beyond formal employment in order to repro-
duce labor power and infrastructure at low cost, ensuring the 
continuation of capital accumulation and maximum profit for 

By la CASSE
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the owning class.

Unpaid internships are structurally gendered and re-
present a contemporary form of exploitation rooted in the pa-
triarchal structure of work. Some types of labor are deemed 
unworthy of pay, while others are not. Internships are not just 
another form of training or a concrete step toward the labor 
market. They are real work, with schedules, workloads, and 
colleagues, and should be recognized and compensated as 
such.

The unpaid labor of interns in so-called feminine sec-
tors, like nursing, teaching, or social work, is a major feminist 
issue that must be understood as such. Masked by rhetoric 
about love, vocation, devotion, or passion for care work, this 
essential labor deepens the precarity of those who perform it 
and maintains the functioning of the system that exploits us.

Indeed, it overwhelmingly affects women. In Quebec, 
in the health care and social assistance sector, 81 percent of 
jobs are held by women. Furthermore, within the internship 
environments themselves, numerous issues and examples of 
exploitation and sexist violence have emerged and been de-
nounced, notably during a strike in the fall of 2022. Interns 
and students from ADEESE, the Association of Students in 
the Faculty of Education at UQAM, AGECAR, the General 
Student Association of the Rimouski campus of UQAR led a 
strike of several months to denounce exploitation, sexism, 
and harassment in internships while demanding fair working 
conditions and compensation. The mobilization highlighted 
the often invisible sexist violence in internships, linked to the 
lack of clear policies and adequate protections.

Capitalism relies on this unpaid and reproductive labor 
to exist, a labor that encompasses but far exceeds internships. 
The unpaid labor performed by women is the paradigm that 
helps us understand other forms of exploitation serving capi-
talism, such as volunteer work or unpaid internships. The pa-
triarchal logic of work denial has shifted, focusing less on the 
home and more on public institutions, including hospitals, 
schools, and community organizations. By framing care as a 
naturally feminine disposition, we legitimize the exploitation 
of a massive, invisible, yet vital labor force. The government, 
by refusing to recognize internships predominantly perfor-
med by women in the public sector, perpetuates this gendered 
injustice.

From this perspective, paying interns is far more than 
an economic whim. It is a political demand. It is a refusal to 
continue supporting a model that exploits the time, energy, 
and knowledge of those in training. Recognizing internships 
as work and compensating them is necessary, but not suffi-
cient. Universities are built on unpaid labor, which manifests 
most clearly in the alienation and exploitation of unpaid in-
terns. Without this unpaid work, many university structures 
would collapse or at least weaken. Student labor, including re-
search, theses, projects, and analyses, is not just a learning 
exercise; it is real knowledge production. Whether theses, dis-
sertations, or published work, these contributions are made 

freely accessible online, advancing knowledge and boosting 
the prestige of academic institutions, which thus profit from 
the unpaid labor of their students. The time, energy, and 
knowledge interns and students contribute to these institu-
tions should no longer be seen as personal investment; they 
should be recognized for what they are: a tool that allows ca-
pitalism to reproduce itself.

It is crucial to denounce the alienation and exploitation 
faced by students forced into internships, first and foremost 
because doing so can foster combative organization and the 
emergence of a subversive student political force. We are 
aware of the constant institutional obstacles that the educa-
tional and state apparatus imposes on achieving real gains for 
interns. The concessions possible under late-stage capitalism 
are extremely limited, and its managers know this well. The 
recent rejection of interns’ unionization by the Administrative 
Labor Tribunal in early October illustrates this clearly. We 
start from our condition of precarity and everything that pro-
duces it to organize practices of solidarity, community, and 
struggle in favor of concrete measures. We stand firmly in so-
lidarity with interns, advocating for fair compensation and di-
gnified internship conditions.

However, we aim to anchor ourselves in a much broa-
der struggle and horizon. We want to contribute to a wider 
process of building a subversive student political force ca-
pable of confronting the multiple crises and forms of domina-
tion inherent in today’s capitalist reality. We seek to affirm an 
openly intersectional, revolutionary, and combative feminism 
that tackles oppression within the university and beyond.

Only when we realize that scams like unpaid intern-
ships are merely symptoms of a system that fundamentally re-
lies on exploitation and destruction can we gain the revolutio-
nary consciousness necessary to organize collectively as a po-
litical force that does not limit itself to passive dialogue with 
authorities for minor material gains. Against the crises and 
domination that poison our lives and destroy the world, 
student environments have been and can again be a fertile 
ground for building opposition to capitalist power and prepa-
ring the conditions for a radically emancipatory transforma-
tion of society. It is up to us to organize.

If you want to start organizing and acting to build this 
force within student spaces, get involved with CASSE. We are 
a group of student activists fighting against precarity, aliena-
tion, and student debt from a radical, anti-capitalist, and 
emancipatory perspective. You can follow us on Instagram or 
contact us by email to learn more and find out how to get in-
volved.
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STRIKEFEST
ON TOUR AT YOUR SCHOOL!

��� ����� ��� ��������� ��!

The noise of cash-printing machines artificially pum-
ping up economic growth. The noise of the polished shoes of 
high dignitaries striking the asphalt of our life-less sidewalks. 
The noise of a few mouths stuffing themselves while we make 
do with the growling of our stomachs. Noise, noise. Noise so 
loud we can’t even hear ourselves think anymore.

But our decibels are different. The overdriven mic of a 
cool new protest band, DIY shows at accessible prices, loud 
and unifying improv matches, pot-and-pan orchestras, the fu-
rious choirs of 2012, or raves in squatted Airbnbs. Everything 
comes together in a joyful, living harmony.

On November 29, during the massive 50,000 person 
demonstration against the CAQ, we felt part of that fervor, the 
same fervor that is so intrinsic to art and that crosses borders. 
The energy of a society daring to dream of a better world, one 
that lets us hope for collective well-being. The frustration of a 
fallen world ready to collapse.

All over the world, artists are standing up in solidarity 
with every struggle and denouncing their own precarity. Some 
try to distract us, but identity-based reactions don’t interest us 
much. For decades, the cultural sector has been underfunded, 
performance venues have been closing at the pace of gentrifi-
cation, and we’ve been eating rocks morning to night—barely 
scraping by. This semester, let’s stop lying flat and being loyal 
to these bourgeois. Let’s gather on the front lines of the barri-
cades and fight for our survival!

����’� ����� ���������� ����� ��!

As we head toward a new wave of student strikes in 
March and a possible social strike on May 1, 2026, we want to 
make sure these moments aren’t empty or without follow-up, 
but rather the starting gun of a new cultural era. An era where 
students, workers, and artists question themselves and unite 
against a world that impoverishes and divides us.

Our goal this semester is to coordinate tours in March 
with musical and improv artists from the new wave, ready to 
break their silence and share their dreams. We want to colla-
borate with various workers unions, student unions and grass-
roots movements to offer workshops during these shows, mo-
bilization materials for audiences, and help with housing, 
food, and transportation for artists. We also aim to co-orga-
nize a show on May 1 with major names in engaged and Indi-
genous music. This will give us the opportunity to unite and 
create moments of collective gathering in the face of our com-
mon enemies.

By Strikefest

Whether you are an artist, a student, or a worker looking 
to organize or host this in your community, join us in the cele-
bration that is resistance and hope. Let’s be louder than our 
rumbling stomachs!

For more information or to get involved, visit our Insta-
gram page @festigreve_strikefest

Email: festigreve@proton.me

Want to contribute to the debate, respond to one of the 
articles in this issue, or share your ultra-specific politi-
cal opinion that no one ever wants to hear? We'll listen 
to it, and even publish it! Want to call out an infuriating 
injustice, call for political action, or incite an uprising? 
Do it in the pages of Le Débordement! Tired of ultra-
extreme-submissive-centrist journalism? Try your 
hand at left-wing journalism and write us a coverage of 
a local issue!

Send us an article of up to 500 words, following our 
writing guidelines, and you could find 
yourself in our awesome newspaper!

Deadline: February 16 at 11:59 p.m.

Scan the QR code to learn more!

CALL TO WRITE
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